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SCREENWEST–ABC TELEVISION CO-PRODUCTIONS 

495. Mr R.S. LOVE to the Minister for Culture and the Arts: 
I read with interest in Monday’s The West Australian that a film shot in parts of my electorate will be broadcast 
on the ABC this week. Can the minister update the house on the state government’s support for the film An 
Accidental Soldier? 
Mr J.H.D. DAY replied: 
I am pleased to respond to the question and to confirm that the screen industry in Western Australia is continuing 
to grow and develop strongly. I understand that Western Australia is now producing three to four full-length 
films each year, or approximately 20 to 25 per cent of the total number of Australian films released in Australian 
cinemas each year, as well as a whole range of other productions, of course. Amongst other things, the industry 
is assisting in promoting Western Australia and is producing images of Western Australia that are shown 
nationally and around the world. It is also an important developer of skills and employment, with approximately 
250 entrepreneurial companies and 500 crew involved in producing high-quality productions in Western 
Australia. 

There are two productions in particular that will premiere on ABC television over the next two weeks. One is An 
Accidental Soldier, which the member referred to. It will premiere this coming Sunday at 8.30 pm on ABC1. I 
encourage members to watch the production. I look forward to doing so myself. It was filmed in the locations of 
Moora and New Norcia in the member’s electorate, and also at the Midland railway workshops, the ABC studios 
in East Perth and Fremantle Prison, and in Carmel in the Kalamunda district. I was pleased to visit the filming in 
Midland and Carmel on two occasions towards the end of last year. 

Dr A.D. Buti: Did you get a walk-on bit? 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: No, but I was very interested to see the production and the way in which scenes had been 
created to resemble France in World War I; for example, the scene in Carmel was a wonderful, authentic scene, 
and we will see it on ABC television on Sunday evening. The movie tells the story of a young Australian baker 
who enlists in the Australian and New Zealand Army Corps and who, amid the terror and chaos of World War I, 
becomes a deserter and falls in love with a French woman. It is directed by Rachel Ward. I recommend the 
production on ABC television on Sunday evening. 

The other production, Serangoon Road, is a 10-episode series, the first episode of which will premiere on ABC 
television on Sunday, 22 September at 8.30 pm. It will be shown at prime time. It is set against the backdrop of 
1960s Singapore. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr J.H.D. DAY: From the one episode that I had the privilege of seeing last week, it is a serious and high-
quality production. Serangoon Road is set in 1960s Singapore during a time of violence and crime. It is a 
significant co-production that saw, for the first time, ScreenWest and the ABC partner together with HBO Asia, 
the Media Development Authority of Singapore and the international distributor Content Media. It has been 
produced primarily by Paul Barron, with the involvement of many other people. 

These productions are symptomatic of the strength of, and the development occurring in, the screen industry. I 
commend all those involved and the support provided by the government on behalf of Western Australian 
taxpayers through ScreenWest and the partnership that has been established with the ABC to ensure that these 
productions are made. 
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